
 

 
 
 
INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS 
 
The Journal of Soil Science Society of Sri Lanka is 
published annually. The following guidelines should 
be adhered to by the authors. 
 
1. General  
 
The author or the senior author (in multiple author 
papers) should be a member of the Soil Science 
Society of Sri Lanka. All papers except invited papers 
should be based on original research carried by the 
author(s) and should not have been published or 
submitted for publication elsewhere. 
 
Two hard copies of the manuscripts should be 
submitted to the Editor, Soil Science Society of Sri 
Lanka, P O Box 10, Peradeniya together with one 
copy in electronic format either as e-mail or on a CD.  
 
2. Presentation 
 
The manuscript should be written in English and typed 
in MS Word using Times New Roman font, on one 
side of 22×28 cm paper with double spacing. A margin 
of 4cm should be left on all sides of the page. 
 
The format of articles based on original research shall 
be divided into sub sections: 
 
Title page shall contain the full title, brief but 
appropriate and informative (Font size 11, Bold, Left 
justified, Uppercase); A short  running title, not 
exceeding 45 characters; Name(s) of author(s) with 
surnames underlined (Font size 10, Normal, Left 
justified, Sentence case); Affiliation and address(es) of 
author(s); the name and email address of the principal 
author or the author to whom correspondence shall be 
made (Font size 10, Italic, Left justified, Sentence 
case). 

 
Abstract: This should be concise the scope of the 
work and principal findings, and should be suitable for 
direct use by the abstracting journals and shall not 
exceed 250 words. (Font size 11, Bold, Italic, 
Justified) 
 
Keywords: A list of keywords not exceeding nine 
words chosen from the title, abstract or the body of the 
paper should be provided. They should be in 

alphabetical order and separated with comas. (Font 
size 10, Normal, Left justified, Sentence case) 
 
Introduction: shall include a clear statement of the 
scope indicating the essential background. (Font size 
11, Normal, Justified) 
 
Materials and methods: shall contain sufficient 
details of the materials used and techniques followed. 
(Font size 11, Normal, Justified) 
 
Results and discussion: shall include all the results, 
highlighting the significance of theoretical 
explanations for the major observations may also be 
provided.  The last paragraph shall contain major 
conclusions and recommendations, if any. (Font size 
11, Normal, Justified) 
 
Acknowledgements: shall be brief.  (Font size 10, 
Normal, Justified) 
 
References: All references in the text must be listed at 
the end of the article, alphabetical order according to 
the author’s last name. The information should be 
complete for the reader to trace the original document 
for further reading. The following style should be 
used. (Font size 9, Normal, Hanging, Justified) 
 
Examples: 
 
Sirisena, D.N., K.G.W. Abeytunge, and M.S.K.K. 

Perera. 2002. Effect of chemical fertilizer on 
yield of potato (Solonum tuberosum L.) in the 
upcountry wet zone of Sri Lanka. J. Soil Sci. Soc. 
Sri Lanka. 14:1-6.  

 
Steel, R.G.D., and J.H. Torrie. 1980. Principles and 

procedures of statistics: A biometrical approach. 
2nd ed. McGraw-Hill, New York. 

 
Kumaragamage, D., H.B. Nayakakorale, and L.P. 

Vidana Arachchi. 1999. Risk and limitations of 
the wet zone soils. p. 139-159. In R.B. Mapa et 
al. (eds.) Soils of the wet zone of Sri Lanka. 
Morphology, characterization and classification. 
Spec. Publ. No. 1. Soil Science Society of Sri 
Lanka, Colombo, Sri Lanka. 
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Kendaragama, K.M.A. 2001. Rice based cropping 
systems in Sri Lanka: Potentials and limitations 
of land resources. pp. 105-114. Proc. SAARC 
Workshop on Soil Fertility Management in Rice 
Based Cropping Systems. 25–27 Jan. 2001. 
Dambulla, Sri Lanka. 

 
Unpublished personnel communications should be 
incorporated in the text. 
 
Tables: Tables should be self explanatory. Tables 
should not duplicate data shown in figures. (Table 
title: Font size 10, Bold, Left justified). 
 
Figures: Figures and illustrations should be numbered 
in the order in which they appear in the text. Each 
figure must carry a caption. (Figure caption: Font size 
10, Bold, Left justified). 
 

Units and Symbols: The recommended SI (System 
International) units and symbols should be used as far 
as possible. 
 
3. Short communications and reviews 
 
The manuscript of short scientific communications (up 
to 2000 words) shall also follow the style of research 
papers.  However, subheadings shall not be given. 
 
Review articles shall be comprehensive and shall 
cover all relevant literature. 
 
4. Proofs and repairs 
 
Proofs will be sent to the corresponding author by 
email unless otherwise specified.  The corrected proof 
shall be returned to the Editor within one week receipt. 

 


